IV was defective in another. Two patients had combined defects of both complexes. The use of lymphocytes for investigating the respiratory chain enzymes provides an easy, noninvasive method to assess mitochondrial function in patients with PD. Furthermore, our study supports the hypothesis that a biochemical defect in the respiratory chain may be involved in the pathogenesis of PD. and Sigma Chemicals (St. Louis, MO).
Material and Methods

Patient and Control Subjects
Statistical Analysis of Data
Results
were expressed as means ± SD; differences between means were evaluated by a two-tailed Student's t-test for unpaired samples.
The age ranges of patients with PD (52.2 ± 10.5 years; mean ± SD) and control subjects (53.7 ± 12.2) were 
